James Nelson
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ASSASSI NATED! - Conduct or Ji m Nel son Foul | y Miurdered-Shot Down on His Train Wile
Trying to Pacify a Drunken Rabbl e-To Be Buried in Brunsw ck.

Jim Nel son is dead!
Shot and killed instantly by a cowardly negro while performng his duty.
This was the nmessage that saddened the hearts of Brunsw ck people this norning.

Train No. 3, 1st section, on the Brunswick and Western railroad [ eft Brunsw ck | ast
night at 7:45, twenty mnutes |ate on account of the |arge excursion party which
had spent the day here. Conductor J.F. Nelson was in charge of the train.

A large crowd of negroes were on board, and the usual nunber of them drunk beyond
control

Conduct or Nel son, having collected tickets, passed through the train on his way to
the baggage car. As he passed through the col ored coach a white man, M. Hi ggs,
and a negro, were standing in the isle of the car quarrelling. The negro was
flourishing a pistol, and making threats. Conductor Nel son spoke to hi m saying,
“you nmust put up the pistol, or you may hurt sonme one.” The negro did not reply,
and Conductor Nelson started on to the baggage car. He had gone about ten feet,
when the negro deliberately raised his pistol and fired, the ball striking
Conductor Nelson in [the] left side of [his] back, and entered his heart killing
hi m al nost instantly.

The nman who fired the cowardly shot pulled the ball cord and brought the train to a
stop within a mnute after the deed was done, and with a nunmber of other negroes
who were in the car nade a break for the woods.

Engi neer Jno. Farmer rushed fromcab to the coach when he | earned the cause of the
stop, and raised the formof the nmurdered man in his arms, where he died in a short
time. The body was carried to the baggage car and taken to Al bany.

The shooting occurred at the thirty-four post, mdway between Lul aton and Nahunt a.
The negro is said to be well-known, and lives at H sford' s still.

As soon as information could be gotten to Waycross, WS. Crawford, yardnaster at
Waycross, and Sheriff MIller left by special train with bl oodhounds for the the
[sic] scene of the escape. Considerable trouble was experienced, as the dogs woul d
invariably return to the railroad track, after going out into the swanps a few
hundred feet. M. Crawford and Sheriff MIler are deternined though and will stick
to the trail until the dastardly assassin is caught.

Several negroes were arrested at Nahunta this norning and carried to Waycross,
where they will be held until the guilty one is apprehended.

Superi nt endent Hai nes was in Jacksonville, but upon hearing of the nurder, cane to
Waycross at once, where he is now, and every effort will be exhausted to run the
crimnal down. The nurderer will doubtless be caught, and summarily dealt with.

Conduct or Nel son cane up from St. Sinon yesterday at noon, having been there with
his wife for ten days on a vacation. He was acconpanied by his sister-in-law, M ss
Mayo, and spent the afternoon at the Ocean House, and mingled with his friends,
being in the sane happy, good-natured nood that one al ways found him

When he left last night, it was his his [sic] first regular trip since his



vacat i on.

M ss Mayo was in the rear sleeper attached to the train, but was not apprised of
her brother-in-law s sad death until this norning when they reached Al bany, where
the remai ns were taken.

A steaner was sent to St. Sinon this norning to bring Ms. Nelson to Brunswi ck,
where a special train had been provided to take her to Al bany.

The news was gently broken to her, and she was conpletely prostrated with grief. A
| arge nunber of ladies fromthe island acconpanied her to the city, and several
went to Al bany on the special train.

Ji m Nel son was a man whom every one liked. Always smling, kind and gentle, and
ever ready to serve his fellow man, true to his enployes [sic], he nunbered his
friends by the score. No sadder event has ever occurred in this section. He was
popul ar with every one, and the synpathy of the entire city goes out to his grief-
stricken wife and rel ations.

M. Nel son was about thirty-two years of age and was born in this city. His
resi dence has been in Al bany since his nmarriage there, about four years ago.

THE FUNERAL- THE TI MES- ADVERTI SER recei ved a nessage from M. John C. Lehnan, who
acconpani ed Ms. Nel son to Al bany, stating that the funeral services will be held
at the residence of M. H ramRead, this city, in the norning at ten o' cl ock.

The remains will reach Brunswick at 8 o' clock this evening on a special train and

will be interred tonorrow norning in Gak Grove cenetery, beside the grave of his
f at her.

The Brunswi ck Ti mes-Advertiser; Tuesday 24 July 1894; pg. 1 col. 6

JI M NELSON' S FUNERAL-Buried Beside Hi s Father in OGak G ove This Morning.

The special train bearing the remains of Conductor J.F. Nelson, arrived |ast night
over the B. & W, at 8 o’'clock. Messrs. Thos. Mayo, J.D. Enbry and WE. Smith, of
Al bany, and Geo. W Coates, Mark Verdery and John C. Lehman accomnpani ed the remains
to Brunswi ck.

The remains were taken to the residence of M. Read.

At nine o' clock this norning the funeral services were conducted at M. Read’s
residence by Rev. J.M Lovett.

The remains were taken to Cak Grove cenetery, where they were laid to rest by
| oving hands, by the side of his father.

The pal | bearers were Messrs. Geo. W Coates, Tom Wel sch, John Farnmer, R S. Wells,
J.T. Enbry, and John C. Lehman.

A large crowd of his brother enployees and friends attended the |last sad rites.

M's. Nelson and her nother, Ms. Mayo, were so prostrated that they coul d not
acconpany the remains to Brunsw ck.

ON THE TRAI L- Conductor Nel son’s Murderer Still at Large Johnson is the Man.

Not hi ng has been |l eft undone to facilitate the capture of the negro Johnson who so
brutally shot Conductor Jim Nelson. The B. & W officials have been especially
ready to give aid to the officers of the law. The entire section is aroused and
Johnson is alnost sure to be apprehended. The sheriff of Ware is out in the woods



and | arge bodies of nmen are scouring the whole section.
Several negroes have been arrested, but so far Johnson has evaded the | aw
I f caught, he will probably be |ynched.

LATER- The | atest news fromthe scene is that Johnson was seen to swimacross the
Satilla river at some point in Wayne county this norning. The parties who saw him
did not know he was wanted. However, the searching party canme al ong and heard that
he had passed and he is now conpletely surrounded, and will probably be apprehended
before night.
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THE MURDERER- Of Conductor Nel son Still at Large, but Oficers After H m

Several negroes have been arrested on suspicion that they were Tom Johnson, the
mur der er of Conductor Nelson, but up to last night no trace of Johnson has been
acconpl i shed. The sheriff of Ware county has kept a | arge posse on the | ook out,
and in all the adjoining counties the sheriffs are ready to co-operate with him
It is now believed that Johnson is in the Ckeefenokee swanp, in hiding near the
pl ace of his father’s hone.



